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Foster v. Baxter ... a dog has his day (in court)
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Vermont Chancery Court

Vermont followed the English tradition of
separating equity law and common law from
the very beginning.

Chancery courts are provided for in the 1786
state constitution.

The supreme court handled chancery cases
during county sessions until 1840, when a
separate chancery court was created.

Vermont ended chancery courts in 1969.



Chancery records
document the
lives of a broad
cross-section of
Vermonters.




Foreclosures

Creditor filed a petition of foreclosure.

Court assessed amount due on mortgage.

Debtor usually c

id not contest foreclosure.

Depositions mig
debtor to adjust

Nt be used by creditor or
foreclosure date.

Court issued decree of foreclosure, setting
date by which mortgage must be paid to
redeem property.



Jﬂm&g oy s farrin tiins o275
(. 42l ":’,V‘fgém(“/w n’/f/zm/éé/

7‘/11»/1 e u.l,/)yﬂj //,;/7{,*_,4,,1/

S Sh ozt Sy /A e el
IS Thd fre g ans
/,,,_ 17_/71L ////,/ AT
el Ay, e N N R AT o
Ll A ;,/Zf,é/;neuzzé W R P
Fassid "ﬁg,,'zf BT W e, //l

P O
('—3 M—;C )’r~n.,c :?/m,»%,

cll eyt el Ce

«,S e

//,/,,zg,é e

277 75
G (

State of Vermont,

FRANEKLIN CovNTyY, SS,.

IN CHANCERY.

~TERM, A.D. 18._.
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“Eldercare Foreclosures”

= Parent assigned property title to
child.

= Mortgage specified terms of care.

= Disagreements might lead to
foreclosure proceedings.

= Court decided whether mortgage
terms had been met. Court either
foreclosed or dismissed the case.



Decretal Order

Heard on bill,answers,replications,cross-bill;& mastr’s report.
It is thereupen ordered and decreed:that the defendants,begin-
ning Nevr. Ist. I884,pay te the oratrix,semi-annually April
Ist and Novr. Ist. of each year--the sum of $62.50---sixty Zu-
dellars and fifty cents--during the 1ife of eratrix:should
oratrix die before any installment is due,the; defendantsare
to pay a proportionate part ef suchsemi-annual installments-
as would be due at end of term:that defts.pay funeral expense
of oratrix&cost of marble headstone as named in deed from Danl.

aks declli of rodiio

J.Ball to Eleazer Ball that the first installment due April

Ist. I885- be paid with the costs of this suit withind¢g days
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Young v. Young

S kil T epfornte Lok, rn/f)— z

A B p e by B A T tatn sy S e

G s VIR IRE. . WY LalD Braiin N I adl
Cheo Sz

C are 4—.\‘ m“ 2 & (k > “b/:‘:‘ F”' o o
J 4 Cle « " P r./’, S < A 2 / L Lk s
Jte T Q< zF P2 recetice ‘/”% = TR et M s FLIT P sk G aisnadl y
(O 2 tee //-, g 2L PO, PTG Frresrec S — SA I e Tt M Bond peiit M e

//( < e T /'// //// e 22 /" Z - .L—///”tf/(".»y- ‘-:— K/(/}f{"‘“% .q.)“: mw.<a"‘*

-

//1‘(//,/;)/}-7/’¢r« 2zeCez ’(.2,4 et e 2 € et rie— ,Wfﬁ,dﬂ,wgd 72 »‘tz“_‘d% Care> S

o, -~ , S e
K/ % 72 (f rietesceec. Cetcec. Ge-rvC e e 7 s J«ﬂ/.é h'*gW'JAQ oz /:‘47’/‘;‘“"’% reeinadD
L Ltsa = 7
/

el 2t el /‘G/é AP T~ ! = y ‘3,,.) /2,.,;,/ 17";’5‘0 A ph -

ZFEr v e BT Bt C o s PR, Coea ) S R e 2. L finy Fe ot

2 v“’)fiﬂ\ <
y, yZ
e | I % o

/ = Z
,//(’/,%///'/;’/( = ed A L,/m/_‘%/‘_‘_’uwfzpb SO0 A‘%ML ~

/L —=c /h/é" - g

S e Ll ay Lasry A Lonsctics

41/1‘ >"‘(( «’7,"1/;//’{(((() ”{é,/("

— -— N

Luke
Poland

Homer
Royce




Other common types of
chancery cases:

= Appeals from probate court on estates.

= Complex business disputes, often
requiring appointment of a receiver.

= Dissolution of corporations.



St. Albans v. Sheldon Poor House Asso.

' -
(This” wrapper must not be removed from the

From the evidence, I find several, if not most,of those support- Clerk’s files.)

ed or aided in the City. brought pressure upon the poor master to Docket No

be aided in the City that they might have opportunity to continue /ZOV&i o—\/ \SJLW
4
/)

to indulge evil habits and relations which had led them, and very

V. ¢
probably may lead their descendants, to pauperism, if not to crime; M\,ﬁ,&&c’\q q?o—o»r A#MM_’

that some well intentioned, generous eitizens have unwisely aided OAOM/@M—V\

them in bringing this pressure to bear upon the poor master.

Franklin County Court.

Ended at 7{/{ a,u/A Term, /.701./

This wrapper should contain the following papers:
(1.) Original writ, appeal copies, etc.

(2.)
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The two most common injunctions:
= to prevent damage to foreclosed property
= to prevent sale of property in divorce dispute

Whiting v. Carpenter Cobleigh v. Cobleigh
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Chancery Court and Water Rights

= Water rights were key industrial assets.

= Specific rights passed from owner to
owner with deeds.

= Legal disputes over flowage allotments.

= Legal disputes over damages to property
lying along streams.
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Vermont
history lives
In court
records.




VSARA Court Records Project
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Preservation and processing of
archival court records
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Records

Archiva
Manuscript Yermont State Papers
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Photographs

Other Resources

RESEARCH GUIDES
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Tanya Marshall

State Archivist & Director

1078 Route 2, Middlesex
Montpelier, Vermont 05633-7701
802-828-3700

Archival Records IE | 8

Search Results:

Vermont. Court of Chancery (Franklin County).
Case files, 1840 - 1948.

Series ID: FRCH-003 {Click for Index) Location: State Archives

Extent: 37 cubic feet. Access: Open

Scope: Case files include all of the documents generated during the process of a chancery court trial, and may be extensive, minimal or
nonexistent for any given case. Most documents are related to real estate foreclosures, and include a bill of foreclosure, a master's report
that calculates the amount owed on the mortgage, and a decree of foreclosure if the plaintiff wins the case. Supporting documents often
include mortgages, deeds, promissory notes, and receipts. Subpoenas, affidavits, depositions, motions, pleas, bills of costs, and requests
for extension of redemption may also be included. Chancery cases involving requests for injunctions include a bill of complaint and
defendant's answer to the bill. There may also be honds, findings of fact, master's reports, and temporary or permanent injunctions. A third
category of chancery cases includes documents related to dissolving business partnerships and corporations and to placing businesses in
receivership. Chancery case files are arranged alphabetically by plaintiff for each court term. Pre-1913 case files separate judgments from
discontinued cases for each court term; after 1913 judgments and discontinuances are combined in one sequence of case files. Chancery
court case files preceding September 1840, and some 1840-1843 cases, are included with supreme court case files (see Series SUPR-FR-
003), since chancery court was held by the supreme court during that period.

Vermont. Court of Chancery (Franklin County).
Docket books.

Series ID: FRCH-001 (Click for Index) Location: State Archives

Extent: See other series as noted. Access: Open

Scope: Prior to September 1840, chancery court was held by the supreme court during its Franklin County sessions, so the chancery docket
is included in supreme court docket books {see Series SUPR-FR-001). After September 1840, chancery court was held as part of county
court sessions, and its docket was recorded in a separate section of the county court docket for each term (see Series FRCC-001). Note that
even after chancery cases were transferred to county court in 1840, the supreme court continued to hear some chancery cases up to 1843,




Providing access to court records:

Records stored in poor conditions, with little or no
access, are brought into the archives.

Scattered sets of records are brought together.
Docket order is preserved or restored.

Database entries provide online access.

Reference staff assists patrons in using court
records for their research.

Future planning: online name and subject indexes
to improve access, facilitate digitization on
demand.



Thank You!

Susan Swasta

Archivist II
susan.swasta@sec.state.vt.us
802-828-3897
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